
SAMUEL DEWITT PROCTOR DISTINGUISHED LECTURE SERIES

COURAGE, CONVICTION, 
AND COLLABORATION: 
WITH GLORIA D. THOMAS

NOVEMBER 4, 2026
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM ET 

REGISTER AT PROCTOR.GSE.RUTGERS.EDU/SDPLS

This free webinar will be held on zoom
and is open to the general public

What Today’s Higher Education Leaders Can Learn from Dr. Samuel DeWitt Proctor

Higher education leaders today are
navigating an era defined by political
polarization, declining public trust,
demographic shifts, enrollment pressures,
attacks on academic freedom, financial
uncertainty, and growing demands for
institutional relevance. While these
challenges feel unprecedented, history
offers powerful examples of leadership
forged in equally turbulent times. This
lecture will focus on the extraordinary
leadership journey of Samuel DeWitt
Proctor who led during one of the most
consequential periods in American history. 
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